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voice crying out in faith, the place could be transformed. It
had the potential of becoming a sanctuary.

It could be until this moment Jonah had not felt this way
about the temple, he may have taken it for granted, now it
means something. Sometimes we take for granted the
opportunities and privileges of worship until they are gone.
It could also be that being a prophet for the ten tribes, it was
not easy to go to the temple after the division of the
kingdom. The kingdom was split, the ten tribes worshiped
in Dan and Bethel, the places Jeroboam chose instead of
Jerusalem. (1Ki.12:26-29). The temple was in Jerusalem, it
was where the two tribes worshiped. If anyone from the ten
tribes went to the temple, it would not be easy.

Now in faith Jonah looks toward the temple with longing
and remembers how precious worship and fellowship are.
The temple was a place for God’s people to pray in
(1Kings 8:38-39) and it was also a place for God’s people
to pray towards, if they could not be in the temple.
(2Chr.6:38-3; Dan.6:10). They did not have to be physically
in the temple for their prayer of faith to be heard. Jonah
looks forward to the time he will be in the temple again.
Can you imagine, after this experience, what his testimony
and his worship would be like? He could offer a sin offering
or trespass offering acknowledging his sin. He could offer
an offering of thanksgiving for his deliverance. He could
worship the Lord his God, and his heart longed for the
place he could do this.

All glory and honor belongs to God.
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Psalm 23
Part 5

By Vicky Moots

Psalm 23:4c: “thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” A
shepherd’s staff was a long rod with a crook on one end
to lean upon or to use to hook around something, such
as a lamb that had fallen into a hole, in order to rescue
it. I know personally that my Shepherd has reached
down and rescued me many times when I had fallen, and
He lifted me back up to continue following Him.

The rod portion was used for correction and protection.
I think that the rod and the staff were both parts of the
same thing which was used for different purposes,
depending on which end was in the shepherd’s hand. It
was an important piece of equipment that served multiple
needs.

Sometimes a shepherd had to discipline, to correct, to
teach a stubborn sheep that kept straying by using the
rod for the purpose of keeping that sheep safe from
harm. The shepherd did this because he loved that sheep
and didn’t want anything to happen to it. Our Shepherd
also loves us enough to search for us when we stray and
to chasten us with His rod to teach us to stay on the right
path. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth…” (Heb.
12:6).

Wise King Solomon gave the same advice to fathers in
Prov. 13:24: “He that spareth his rod hateth his son; but
he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes [at times].”
And again in Prov. 29:15, we read concerning the rod
of correction: “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a


